
Dee Wallace serves as a certified robotics trainer for For Inspiration and Recognition in Science 

and Technology (FIRST). She has participated in FIRST events since 2003 as a science and 

robotics teacher. In 2018, she was the first African American Woman to win the Woodie Flowers 

(Outstanding Regional Mentor) Award for Team 5070 Gearnotics. She also serves as the 

NOBCChE (National Organization for Professional Black Chemists and Chemical Engineers) K-

12 Chair. 

Her passion for Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) allows her to build a 

strong and equitable community-based pipeline by expanding access to STEM college majors 

and careers. Through hands-on learning experiences, industry-recognized certifications, and 

entrepreneurial pathways, she empowers learners to explore, innovate, and thrive in a rapidly 

evolving, technology-driven world 

When Dee is not building robots or conducting science fairs, she is a certified United States of 

America Track and Field official who loves fishing, camping, and crafting. 

 

 



Dear Board Selection Committee, 

I am pleased to express my interest in serving as an At-Large Board Member. With nearly three 

decades of experience in science education, robotics programming, and STEM equity advocacy, 

I am committed to advancing the organization’s mission and strengthening its impact on K–12 

students, educators, and families. 

My professional work reflects a deep dedication to expanding access to high-quality STEM 

learning. As Director of Science and Robotics Programming for the Innovation Impact Lab, I 

lead initiatives that bring robotics, engineering, and maker education to youth in underserved 

communities through our mobile STEM lab and community-based programs. These efforts have 

reached hundreds of students and helped close persistent STEM opportunity gaps. 

My service within the organization demonstrates my readiness to continue contributing at the 

board level. As the current K–12 Chair and At-Large Board Member, I have expanded national 

engagement through science fairs, Spark Labs, outreach programming, and safety-focused event 

planning. I have collaborated with worldwide educators, industry partners, and community 

leaders to strengthen programming and broaden our reach. 

I bring to the Board strong organizational skills, grant-writing experience, and a strategic mindset 

focused on sustainability, partnership development, and innovative K–12 programming. I believe 

in collaborative, transparent board service and am committed to supporting initiatives that 

enhance membership, engagement, and long-term organizational growth. 

It would be an honor to continue serving in this capacity and contributing to the advancement of 

our mission. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely,  

Deetrice M. Wallace, Ph.D. 

 



 
DEETRICE M. WALLACE 

PO Box 451641 • Houston, TX 77245 

(832) 923-7679 • dwallace2322@gmail.com 

 
EDUCATION 

National University, San Diego, CA 

Ph.D., Curriculum and Teaching  —   February 2026 

Ashford University, Clinton, IA 

M.A. in Education, Educational Technology Leadership — May 2011 

University of Houston, Houston, TX 

Texas Secondary Science Teacher Certification, Chemistry (Grades 6–12) — July 2001 

Sam Houston State University, Huntsville, TX 

B.S. Chemistry, Minor: Criminal Justice — December 1989 

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Innovation Impact Lab — February 2020–Present 

Director of Programming 

• Expand STEM access for learners lacking exposure in public, private, charter, and homeschool 

environments. 

• Write and secure grants to increase STEM opportunities for underserved communities. 

Muhammad University of Islam – Houston — September 2018–February 2025 

Director of Science and Robotics 

• Designed comprehensive science curriculum, lesson plans, and hands-on activities for Pre-K 

through 12th grade. 

• Led robotics instruction focused on programming, collaboration, time management, and soft-skill 

development for competitive teams. 

FIRST Robotics — August 2017–September 2022 

FIRST Senior Mentor, East Texas 

• Supported the creation and sustainability of rookie and veteran robotics teams across East Texas. 

• Built and strengthened STEM partnerships with community organizations, businesses, and 

educational institutions. 

Western Governors University — March 2012–October 2019 

Teacher’s College Science Faculty Evaluator 

• Evaluated undergraduate and graduate assessments for competency. 

• Provided subject-matter expertise in Chemistry, Physics, Earth Science, Environmental Science, 

and Science-Technology-Society. 

Bot Shop LLC — April 2008–2012 

Director, Community STEM Programs 

• Developed STEM programs, lesson plans, and classroom activities for middle and high school 

educators. 

• Delivered hands-on, project-based instructional strategies to enhance science and math teaching. 

• Collaborated with partners including LEGO Education, Carnegie Mellon Robotics Academy, 

Rice University Computer Science, and Houston Community College. 

• Created new educational products for classroom implementation. 

Houston Independent School District — August 1997–October 2008 

Science Department Chair / Science Content Specialist 

• Led science professional development for Sharpstown Middle, Sharpstown High, HISD East 

Region Robotics, and district secondary science teams. 

• Organized science family nights and in-school field experiences to strengthen instructional 

practice. 

• Taught grades 6–8 general science and mentored new educators. 

 
 

 

 



ACHIEVEMENTS & CERTIFICATIONS 

• Certified LEGO Education Trainer (2015) 

• Certified Carnegie Mellon Robotics Trainer (2012) 

• Fund for Teachers Fellow (2008) 

• Region 4 Texas Science Collaborative Participant (2008) 

• Fiesta Southwest Teacher of the Year (2007) 

• Harris County Teacher of the Year (2006) 

• Sharpstown Middle School Teacher of the Year (2003 & 2006) 

• Office Max Teacher of the Month (April 2005) 

• TAGT Level I Certificate (2004) 

• HISD West Area Chamber of Commerce Teacher of the Year (2003) 

• GT Certified (2000) 

• Pre-AP Chemistry Certification (2000) 

• HULINC Master Science Teacher (2000–2005) 

 
AREAS OF EXPERTISE 

• STEM Curriculum Design & Instruction 

• Robotics Education (NXT, EV3, Tetrix, VEX) 

• Grant Writing & Program Development 

• Microsoft Office Suite 

• Adobe Suite 

• Interactive Whiteboards & TI Calculators 

• Vernier Scientific Probes 

• Website Development 

• Robotics Programming 

 
 


